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GOP set to pass tax overhaul 


Support of wavering senators cemented 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After weeks of 
quarrels, qualms and then elev- 
enth-hour horse-trading, Republi- 
cans revealed the details of their 
huge national tax rewrite late Fri- 
day — along with announcements 
of support that all but guarantee 
approval to give President Donald 
Trump the Christmas legislative 
triumph he’s been aching for. 

The legislation would slash tax 
rates for big business and lower 
levies on the richest Americans in 


a massive $1.5 trillion bill that the 
GOP plans to muscle through Con- 
gress next week before its year- 
end break. Benefits for most other 
taxpayers would be smaller. 

“This is happening. Tax reform 
under Republican control of Wash- 
ington is happening,’ House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin 
told rank-and-file members in a 
conference call. “Most critics out 
there didn’t think it could happen. 
... And now we’re on the doorstep 
of something truly historic.” 

According to the 1,097-page bill 
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House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Rep. Kevin Brady speaks to 
reporters Friday on the progress of an overhaul of the nation's tax laws. 
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JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 
Alec Thicke hugs Andie Fonseca outside McNally Smith College of Music in St. Paul on Friday. Both production majors were close to graduation from 
the school, which announced Thursday that it will close in two weeks due to financial difficulties. 


Students at soon-to-close McNally Smith might be stuck with credits that don’t transfer 


By Josh Verges and Trevor Squire 
Pioneer Press 


The sudden closure of McNally 
Smith College of Music may leave 
students with few options for com- 
pleting a degree because of the 
school’s weak accreditation. 

Unlike public colleges and uni- 
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“To the world 
you may be one 
person. But to 
that person, 
you may be 

the world.” 


— Mary Jo 
Copeland 


Keep current with what’s happening 
in the world of politics. 


versities, which are regionally 
accredited, the St. Paul for-profit 
music school is nationally accred- 
ited. Transfer students historically 
have had little luck getting their 
new colleges to award credit for 
McNally Smith coursework. 

Tim Levandowski, 21, was a 
semester from graduating with a 
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bachelor’s degree in music produc- 
tion. He’s weighing his options on 
whether to try to transfer his cred- 
its and complete his degree, settle 
for an associate of arts from 
McNally Smith and accept his stu- 
dent debt, or forgo his education 
and use what he’s learned to find 
work. He said roughly 75 percent 
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of his loans are from a private 
loaner, Sallie Mae, which lessens 
his chances for loan forgiveness. 
“People don’t come here for a 
degree, they come here for knowl- 
edge,” Levandowski said of the 
school. “The staff are some of the 
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Carter 

prepping 
for Day 1 
as mayor 


St. Paul 
Mayor-elect 
Melvin Carter’s 
inauguration 
will be Jan. 2 
at Central 

High School. 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


From the mayor’s office to the 
city council, there’s big changes 
afoot at St. Paul City Hall. 

Beginning with his inauguration 
Jan. 2 at Central High School, his 
alma mater, St. Paul Mayor-elect 
Melvin Carter will introduce him- 
self to the community through a 
week’s worth of informal neigh- 
borhood events leading up to an 
inaugural ball at Union Depot. 

As Carter enters office, he'll 
bring a new entourage with him, 
though it remains to be seen just 
who will fill out his Cabinet. 

Rather than pick department 
leaders behind closed doors, Cart- 
er has chosen to vet candidates 
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2 cleared in 
9 
man’s fatal 


shooting 


He pointed gun at 
officers, report says 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


After a 29-year-old man raised a 
gun toward a St. Paul police officer 
in March, the officer told investi- 
gators “he reluctantly held off 
from shooting” to “give him every 
opportunity” to drop the gun, 
according to a decision released 
by the Ramsey County attorney’s 
office Friday not to charge two 
officers who fatally shot him. 

But Cordale Handy again point- 
ed the gun at the officer, and the 
officers shot him. 

Before the encounter with offi- 
cers in Dayton’s Bluff, Handy had 
aimed the gun at his girlfriend and 
fired 16 shots inside her apart- 
ment in the 700 block of East Sixth 


HANDY SHOOTING, 5A 


nn) 
| EIME 3565 I 
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We take no government or United Way funding and rely solely on private donations. 91% of all monetary 


donations go to meet the needs of the poor; only 9% goes to management. 


Your generosity allows us to help thousands of individuals and families with 


SEARING A CARING 


emergency needs such as beds, shelter, food, clothes, vision needs, medical & 
dental expenses and much more. 


Give today! Go to sharingandcaringhands.org 
or mail to 525 North 7th Street | Minneapolis, MN 55405 


